Bunyaviridae that needs to be handled under biosafety level (BSL) 3 conditions.
Rift Valley fever virus (RVFV) is a highly pathogenic member of the family
Bunyaviridae that needs to be handled under biosafety level (BSL) 3 conditions.
Here, we describe reverse genetics systems to measure RVFV polymerase activity in mammalian cells and to generate virus-like particles (VLPs).
Recombinant polymerase (L) and nucleocapsid protein (N), expressed together with a minireplicon RNA, formed transcriptionally active nucleocapsids. These could be packaged into VLPs by additional expression of viral glycoproteins.
The VLPs resembled authentic virus particles and were able to infect new cells. 
